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An Invitation to Life
Anais Nin wrote, “The day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud was more painful than the risk to blossom.”  I sometimes meet people who seem more afraid to live than to die.  They long ago began to die by pulling tight within their protective bud.  Unfortunately, we never get to see them blossom into the beautiful persons they were created to be.  This Sunday we will hear Jesus’ invitation to leave our buds behind and live.  We will also celebrate the Bread of Life and Cup of Blessing.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Adult Sunday School Schedule
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will continue the Lenten Study, “Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus.”  The subject of this Sunday’s session is, “Jesus the Martyr.”  All adults are invited to attend.
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Children’s Sunday School
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  The kids had a great time last Sunday and invite others to join them!
Lunch Bunch – April 6
[image: image5.wmf]Join the Lunch Bunch for a good time next Wednesday, April 6, 11:30 a.m.  We will be going to Dickey’s Barbecue Pit at 609 NW Highway 24 (just west of Topeka Blvd.).  Sign up at the Information Table so we know you are coming (and for a peek at their menu).  Free ice cream!
“Music . . . Just What the Doctor Ordered!” The 4th annual show, featuring local doctors, to benefit Marian Clinic and HealthAccess, Sunday, April 3, 4 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 600 SW Topeka Blvd.  A free will offering will be taken.
The Faith Journey
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“I learned all my anti-Semitism in  Sunday School.”  That was Episcopalian Bishop John Spong’s opening line at Temple Israel’s Shabbat Service Friday evening.  His presentation was part of the tenth Horizons of Faith Conference hosted by Omaha’s First United Methodist Church located across the street from Temple Israel.  FUMC and the Temple have had a close relationship working together on a number of issues facing the community.  


This was the sixth Horizons of Faith conference for Saundra and me.  Bishop Spong is one of our favorite presenters.  He went on to explain that, as a child, Sunday School never offered a “good Jew.”  Pictures of Pharisees and Sadducees were always evil and sinister.  Judas was portrayed as conniving and dark, willing to do anything for money, a common Jewish stereotype.  No one ever mentioned that Jesus and Paul remained Jews till they died.  The pictures of Jesus looked more Swedish than Jewish.

In his first parish in Liberty, Virginia, Spong developed a close friendship with the local rabbi. Together they presented a series on Judaeo-Christian understanding that drew media attention and resulted in a book.  It completely changed Spong’s view of Judaism and early Christianity.


For 58 years following the death of Jesus, his followers remained part of the synagogue.  The writers of Matthew, Mark, and Luke all worshipped in the synagogue.  They wrote their gospel accounts to fit in with the Jewish festivals and liturgy.  They presented Jesus as offering a new world view in a similar way that Moses and Elijah had done centuries earlier.


Some were open to new perspectives, others were not.  Change is always difficult.  As tensions grew so did the separation between
Jews and the Jewish followers of Jesus.  Those increasing tensions are visible throughout the gospels.  John, the last of our four gospels, is clearly the most anti-Jewish in rhetoric.  Unfortunately, we humans find it hard to accept the new without denigrating the past.  By discovering the beginnings of anti-Semitism, Spong has been able to lay it aside and develop a new appreciation for the Judaism which gave birth to Christianity.  This might be a helpful exercise for a host of issues we humans face!





Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules

The Faith Singers will NOT rehearse on April 3.  We will rehearse following worship on April 10 and 17, and perform on Easter Sunday, April 24 as well as May 1.
The Faith Ringers will NOT rehearse on April 3.  We will rehearse April 10 and 17 and perform on May 1.
COFFE, April 2
Come to COFFE  at Dodie Miller’s “home,” Briarcliff Care Center, 3224 SW 29th, Saturday, April 2.  Please note that we will meet at 9:30 a.m. instead of 9:00 to give them time to clear the dining room for us.  You may park behind the church next door.  Coffee will be provided.  Linda Taylor will bring refreshments and Cathy Doll will give the devotional.  Please bring a quart jar, colorful cloth napkin (large enough to cover the jar), ribbons, and any spring artificial flowers you may have.
Disaster Training Date Set

Reminder:  FCC’s disaster training is scheduled for Saturday, April 9, from 9:00 a.m. – noon.  The training will take place at the Red Cross office, 1221 SW 17th.  

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.  --Thomas Alva Edison
This Sunday:
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