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A Bridge Over Troubled Waters
The word “water” appears over 600 times in the Bible, perhaps more than any other word.  This is no surprise.  Since ancient times spirituality and water have been intimately connected.  Sometimes water is the source of danger with sea monsters lurking in its depths.  At other times, water is a healing balm, even a baptism of salvation.  In this Sunday’s scripture Jesus engages in his longest theological discussion with an individual.  It all revolves around the thirst satisfying nature of water . . . “a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Adult Sunday School Schedule
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will begin the Lenten Study, “Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus.”  The subject of this Sunday’s session is, “Jesus the Victim.”  All adults are invited to attend.
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Children’s Sunday School
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  If you know a child who could benefit from Bible stories, games and activities, bring them next Sunday!
Lunch Bunch – April 6
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Join the Lunch Bunch for a good time on Wednesday, April 6, 11:30 a.m.  We will be going to Dickey’s Barbecue Pit at 609 NW Highway 24 (just west of Topeka Blvd.).  They do not take reservations but we were assured seating would not be a problem.  Sign up at the Information Table so we know you are coming (and for a peek at their menu).  A special treat:  they have ice cream everyday!
The Faith Journey


A Kansas legislator suggests that controlling the feral hog population by shooting them could also be applied to illegal immigrants.  A likely presidential candidate offers a lengthy statement about President Obama growing up in Kenya.  Another possible presidential candidate claims the first Revolutionary War shots were fired in New Hampsire and the founding fathers all opposed slavery.  Two years ago, while recovering from surgery, a popular TV commentator called America health care a disaster.  One year later, in the midst of the health care debate, he called American health care the best in the world.
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There is an old adage that says, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”  That may be true, but words can be powerful, especially in the age of computers, cable TV, and social media.  Words carelessly used may hurt most the credibility of the one using them.  How often do we wish we could take back the email we sent or the words we spoke?  One reason I try to stick close to my sermon notes is because speaking off the cuff is dangerous.


Sometimes it is not our words but the tone of our voice, the inflection we give to our words, that betray us.  James 3:5-6 says, “How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire, and the tongue is a fire.”  Certainly that is true today in our multi-communication world.


Jesus encouraged his followers to let their “yes be yes” and their “no, no.”  In other words, they were to be people of integrity who seek to speak the truth in love.  I would suggest this also means learning to listen for the truth, not believing everything we hear or read. 

We learn to read between the lines and hold people accountable for what they say.  We discern what is true and what is fiction.  I 
believe this is one way to be salt and light in the world.





Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules

The Faith Singers will rehearse at 4:00 p.m. on March 27 at the Quiring home.  We will NOT rehearse on April 3.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse at 5:00 p.m. on March 27 at the Quiring home.  We will NOT rehearse on April 3.
COFFE INFO!
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Our April COFFE get-together will take place at Dodie Miller’s “home,” Briarcliff Care Center, 3224 SW 29th.  Please note that we will meet at 9:30 a.m. instead of 9:00 to give them time to clear the dining room for us.  You may park behind the church next door.  Coffee will be provided.  Linda Taylor will bring refreshments and Cathy Doll will give the devotional.  We will be making Easter decorations.  Please bring a quart jar, colorful cloth napkin (large enough to cover the jar), ribbons, and any spring artificial flowers you may have.
Disaster Training Date Set

FCC’s disaster training is scheduled for Saturday, April 9, from 9:00 a.m. – noon.  The training will take place at the Red Cross office, 1221 SW 17th.  Please mark this date on your calendar.  A reminder will be sent via email early that week!  If you did not sign up but would still like to come, please email jquiring@cox.net by April 1.
If you want to change the way people respond to you, change the way you respond to people.  –Timothy Leary
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