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Born Again:  A New Heart
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Have you been born again?  That was the key question for me to answer in determining my readiness for baptism.  It was essential to say “yes” and helpful to describe the day and how it occurred.  This process is typical of the evangelical wing of the church.  Unfortunately, the phrase “born again” has been abandoned by much of the rest of the church.  This Sunday we will seek to recover the fulness and richness of the term.  The Faith Singers will open worship with “Make Us One With You,” so appropriate for the morning’s subject.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Red Cross

Disaster Services



Adult Sunday School Schedule
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will begin the Lenten Study, “Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus.”  The first session will center on these questions:  Who Killed Jesus?, Who is Blamed for Killing Jesus? and, Why Are They Blamed?  All adults are invited to attend.
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Children’s Sunday School
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  If you know a child who could benefit from Bible stories, games and activities, bring them next Sunday!
Disaster Training Date Set
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Suzanne Gilmore from the Red Cross has set FCC’s disaster training for Saturday, April 9, from 9:00 a.m. – noon.  The training will take place at the Red Cross office, 1221 SW 17th.  If you signed up for this training, please email jquiring@cox.net to let us know if this date will work for you.  If you did not sign up but would like to take this training, email the above address as well.
The Faith Journey
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Mention the name Rob Bell and most in the evangelical Christian circle will perk up their ears.  Rob is one of the rising stars set to replace the aging James Dobson, Pat Robertson, and the late Jerry Falwell.  Bell graduated from Wheaton, a leading evangelical college.  In 1999, he founded Mars Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Six years later over 11,000 people were attending the Sunday worship gatherings located in property that previously was a shopping mall.  Bell produces music, videos, and has written numerous books.  The Chicago Sun Times has called him the next Billy Graham.

However, his most recent book entitled “Love Wins:  A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived,” due out at the end of March, has already produced a firestorm in the evangelical community.  He is being labeled as a false teacher of the gospel, a heretic, and a traitor to the evangelical cause.  Why the vitriole?  Because Bell does not see God as condemning anyone to eternal damnation and hell.  He believes salvation is possible for anyone even if they know nothing about Jesus.  He sees heaven and hell as choices we make for how we live right now.


Rob Bell is part of the Big Tent Christianity movement among evangelicals that I wrote about last week.  The fear of eternal damnation is a bedrock principle of traditional Christianity.  To remove that principle is a huge threat, especially to evangelical Christians.


Would you live your life differently if the threat of hell and judgment were removed?  Rob Bell thinks the concept of a judging God is a huge stumbling block to people who might otherwise consider becoming followers of 
Jesus.  After all, Jesus emphasized love and trust as motivating factors, not fear.  Some of Bell’s former friends have already damned him to hell.  I think he’s living a “heavenly” style of life!


Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules

The Faith Singers will rehearse at 4:00 p.m. on March 20 at the Quiring home.  We will perform on Sunday, March 20.  Please be in the worship area by 9:40 a.m.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse at 5:00 p.m. on March 20 at the Quiring home.
COFFE INFO!

Our April COFFE get-together will take place at Dodie Miller’s “home,” Briarcliff Care Center, 3224 SW 29th.  Please note that we will meet at 9:30 a.m. instead of 9:00 to give them time to clear the dining room for us.  You may park behind the church next door.  Coffee will be provided.  Linda Taylor will bring refreshments and Cathy Doll will give the devotional.  We will be making Easter decorations.  Please bring a quart jar, colorful cloth napkin (large enough to cover the jar), ribbons, and any spring artificial flowers you may have.
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Small deeds done are better than great deeds planned.  --Peter Marshall
This Sunday:





“Born Again:  A New Heart”
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John 3:1-16








Sunday Morning 
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Faith Community Church


3635 SW Chelsea


(Southwest YMCA)





Mailing Address:


PO Box 1398


Topeka, KS 66601





Church:


785-478-9920





Contact Pastor Jerry: 





jquiring@cox.net


or:  785-478-3243





www.faithtopeka.org





A Progressive-Minded Congregation
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