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Listening for the Voice of God
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Frederick Buechner writes, “Listen to your life.  Listen to what happens to you, because it is through what happens to you that God speaks.  It’s in language that’s not always easy to decipher, but it’s there, powerfully, memorably, unforgettably.”  When I was young I envied people in Biblical times because God seemed to speak more clearly to them.  Today I realize God spoke no more clearly then than now.  The question is whether I’m listening.  How, when, and where do you listen for the voice of God?  We will explore that question in worship this Sunday.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Sunday School Schedule
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Disaster Services



On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will discuss the blessing and burden of “Faith” from a book by Joan Chittister entitled, “The Gift of Years.”
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  If you know a child who could benefit from Bible stories, games and activities, bring them next Sunday!
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Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees will meet tonight, 7:00 p.m., in the Conference Room.  Agenda items include regular monthly reports as well as a discussion of the membership list of Faith Community Church.

Disaster Training Date Set

[image: image5.wmf]Suzanne Gilmore from the Red Cross has set FCC’s disaster training for Saturday, April 9, from 9:00 a.m. – noon.  The training will take place at the Red Cross office, 1221 SW 17th.  If you signed up for this training, please email jquiring@cox.net to let us know if this date will work for you.  If you did not sign up but would like to take this training, email the above address as well.
The Faith Journey


From Tunesia to Egypt to Libya, the common theme seems to be a quest for dignity.  A pent-up desire to be heard, recognized, and valued is fueling this revolution.  Not surprising, it is led mostly by the young.

A similar revolution is occuring within the evangelical wing of the church.  It too is fueled largely by the young who are seeking a place at the table where their concerns can be heard.  Those concerns include stewardship of the environment, addressing the needs of the poor, and acceptance of gays and lesbians.  Like most young evangelicals, they bring a lot of personal and spiritual energy to the discussion.  Instead of leaving their churches, they are standing up and asking to be counted.  They are fearlessly challenging church policies that ignore social issues and restrict homosexuality.
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Recently hundreds of these young evangelicals met in Phoenix for a conference termed “Big Tent Christianity.”  There they heard prominent speakers encourage them to “open their arms and honor the many ways God’s spirit leads us to encounter the way of Jesus.”  Imagine what happens when these young adults return to their home churches!


Another example is what happened recently at Westmont, a small evangelical Christian college, which overlooks the homes of Oprah Winfrey and others of the rich and famous.  Homosexual practice is barred at the school.  Thirty-one gay and lesbian alumni decrying the “doubt, loneliness, and fear” they experienced as students wrote a letter to the school.  Over 100 alumni signed on in support and 50 of the 92 faculty responded with a letter of apology for the pain that was caused.


Westmont may not soon change its policy.  But, the school will never be the same because people had the courage to call for acceptance and dignity.  It will be interesting to see what happens in Tunesia, Egypt, and Libya in the coming years.  It will be equally
fascinating to see what happens in the evangelical wing of the Christian church.  It will also have significant repercussions on the 

political conversation in our country.  The youth of the world are speaking out!




        Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Choir Schedules
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Make the Con



The Faith Singers will rehearse at 4:00 p.m. on March 13 at the Quiring home.  We will perform on Sunday, March 20.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse at 5:00 p.m. on March 13 at the Quiring home.
Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus    (A Lenten Study)

Imagine how the early followers of Jesus will have tried to make sense of his death, especially since their “hero” was executed as a criminal.  How has the meaning they gave to Jesus’ death changed over the centuries?  Is the meaning we give to his death anything close to that of his disciples?  Stephen Patterson, narrator of the DVD, is professor of New Testament at Eden Seminary in St. Louis.  The study begins at 9:00 a.m. on March 20.

COFFE INFO!

Our April COFFE get-together will take place at Dodie Miller’s “home,” Briarcliff Care Center, 3224 SW 29th.  Please note that we will meet at 9:30 a.m. instead of 9:00 to give them time to clear the dining room for us.  You may park behind the church next door.  Coffee will be provided.  Linda Taylor will bring refreshments.  We will be making Easter decorations.  Please bring a quart jar, colorful cloth napkins and ribbons, and any spring artificial flowers you may have.
There is no adequate defense, except stupidity, against the impact of a new idea.


P.W. Bridgeman
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“Listening for the Voice of God”
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Matthew 17:1-8








Sunday Morning 
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