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The Time is Now
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Pharmaceutical companies would have sent their heavy hitters to lobby against Jesus.  Imagine having to remove all their anxiety-reducing drugs because they are no longer needed!  It would be a major blow to our economy.  In perhaps his most radical statements in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus suggests it is possible to live with less anxiety, fear, and worry.  However, to do so may require a step most of us will find difficult to take.  We will examine Jesus’ secret for living a more contented life.  We will also celebrate communion this Sunday.







Jerry Quiring, Pastor
COFFE Ladies Meet Saturday, March 5
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COFFE ladies are invited to read Mitch Albom’s book, “Have a Little Faith,” prior to our next meeting on Saturday, March 5.  We will meet at the home of Cathy Doll, 8003 SW 28th Court, at 9:00 a.m.  Cathy will also provide refreshments.  Come with your thoughts and questions about the book, as well as suggestions for table decorations for Easter Brunch, which we will make at our April meeting.  
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Sunday School Schedule
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will discuss the blessing and burden of “forgiveness” from a book by Joan Chittister entitled, “The Gift of Years.”
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  If you know a child who could benefit from Bible stories, games and activities, bring them next Sunday!
Denny Burgess was elected to fill a two-year vacancy for the Board of Trustees at Sunday’s congregational meeting.
The Faith Journey


Don Anderson is a retired United Methodist pastor and a long-time member of the Interfaith Board of Topeka.  For faith sharing last week, Don offered the following principles of interfaith dialogue that he believes are essential for healthy conversation.  I suggest they are also important for healthy dialogue within Christianity.  They might also be helpful for political and social conversation.
1. All religious beliefs and activities are a quest for a spiritual reality that is far beyond our human comprehension.

2. No one faith tradition has achieved ultimate truth.

3. A faith tradition does not have to be infallible in order for someone to learn from it.

4. When discussing various faith traditions, it is important to be cordial and respectful.

5. It is possible to question and to disagree with a particular faith stance without being hostile or aggressive.
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Make the Con



Interfaith dialogue is for the purpose of learning and sharing, and not for the purpose of evangelizing or converting.

7. When we use human words and thought patterns to discuss sacred and divine realities, we are on shaky ground and should proceed wth humility.
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Monday’s issue of USA Today had an article entitled, “When the Bible Becomes a Weapon,” by Henry Brinton, Presbyterian pastor.  He notes the Bible has been used to support slavery while condemning evolution and homosexuality.  Brinton quotes George Washington’s warning:  “Religious controversies are always productive of more acrimony and irreconcilable hatreds than those which spring from any other cause.”  He then adds these words from Abraham Lincoln, “My concern is not whether God is on our side.  My greatest concern is to be on God’s side.”


Lincoln’s words are inadequate, however, because we all shape God according to our own preferences.  Therefore, God is always on “my side.”  The remedy for followers of Jesus is to try to discover who the God of Jesus was and seek to be on that God’s side.  Unfortunately, that’s usually less comfortable than being on the side of my preferred God! 


            Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Choir Schedules

The Faith Singers will rehearse at 4:00 p.m. on March 6 at the Quiring home.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse at 5:00 p.m. on March 6 at the Quiring home.
Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus                    (A Lenten Study)

Imagine how the early followers of Jesus will have tried to make sense of his death, especially since their “hero” was executed as a criminal.  How has the meaning they gave to Jesus’ death changed over the centuries?  Is the meaning we give to his death anything close to that of his disciples?  Stephen Patterson, professor of New Testament at Eden Seminary in St. Louis, has done enormous research on this subject.  By DVD, Patterson will present his findings to the adult class that meets at 9:00, beginning March 20.

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul.




        Samuel Ullman
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