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The Blessing of Paradox
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Webster’s dictionary defines paradox as “a statement that is seemingly contradictory or opposed to common sense and yet is perhaps true.”  Paradox might describe the majority of Jesus’ teaching, but it is especially true for what we call the “beattitudes.”  These nine brief statements made little common sense in Jesus’ day.  They conflict even more with the conventional wisdom of our culture.  Could they perhaps convey the very truth so essential to living in our culture?  We will explore that possibilitly in worship this Sunday.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules
The Faith Singers will rehearse Sunday, Jan. 30, 4:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse Sunday, Jan. 30, 5:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.

Please try to attend rehearsals if at all possible!  
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Sunday Guest, 9:00 A.M.
This Sunday, January 30, 9:00 a.m., plan to attend an informational session regarding  Red Cross Disaster Services.  Suzanne Gilmore from the Red Cross will speak to us about how we might get involved.  If there is enough interest, Suzanne will set up a three-hour training session.
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Lunch Bunch, Feb. 2
On Wednesday, February 2, 11:30 a.m., the Lunch Bunch will gather at Barnes & Noble.  The first one there is invited to pull some tables together (as they don’t reserve tables!).  The menu includes soups, sandwiches, quiches, desserts, and a variety of beverages.  Come early and browse in your favorite book section.  Following lunch, we will play cards at Bev Sheets’ home.

The Faith Journey

[image: image7.wmf]In a column entitled, “The House of Professors,” E.J. Dionne wrote:  “Edmund Burke, one of history’s greatest conservatives, warned that abstractions are the enemy of responsible government.  ‘I never govern myself, no rational man ever did govern himself, by abstractions and universals,’ Burke wrote.  ‘A statesman differs from a professor in a university; the latter has only the general view of society; the former, the statesman, has a number of circumstances to combine with those general ideas.’
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One of our local legislators has been outspoken about the need to cut state spending.  When Governor Brownback suggested closing KNI, this legislator strongly objected.  Cut spending, but not in my backyard!!  It is so easy to be for something in general, in theory.  It is the specifics, the practical, that are much more difficult.



It is easy to love people, much harder to love specific individuals.  It is easy to condemn abortion or divorce or homosexuality until it occurs within one’s own family.  Over the years I have seen many people move from abstract opposition to concrete acceptance, because it was the practical, loving thing to do.



It is easy to be a Christian in an abstract, general way.  It is quite another thing to be a follower of Jesus specifically, day to day.  Jesus was little interested in philosophical abstractions, faith that was merely “professed.”  He was interested in practical day-to-day living.



I don’t know enough about KNI to know whether it should be closed or not.  I do believe that, if it is closed, more than adequate facilities need to be in place to receive those at KNI.  If it costs more to close KNI and provide the care needed, I will gladly pay more taxes for that to happen.  As Burke stated, a real statesman governs concretely, not by abstraction.  It seems to me that Jesus invited his followers to live the same way.




Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Souper Sunday
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We want to help restock the shelves of Let’s Help on Sunday, February 6.  Please bring cans of soup (or other canned goods) as your “ticket” to worship that day!  If you would like to volunteer to take the canned goods to Let’s Help the following week, please let Saundra know.

Packers or Steelers?

Who will be the big winners in this year’s Superbowl?  You can win a prize IF you guess right and IF you come to the annual Superbowl Party at the Quirings!  Come anytime after 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 6.  Soft drinks and chili will be provided.  Please bring a side dish, snack or dessert to share.  And, start practicing for the Football Toss contest!
Want to give that special someone something different than the usual box of chocolates or roses for Valentine’s Day?  How about a Singing Valentine?  Contact Evelyn Dillon at 478-4650 or edillion3@cox.net for all the details.
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COFFE, February 5
Where:  Topeka/Shawnee County Library

   Room 101A (Marvin Auditorium)

Time:     9:00 a.m.

Speaker:  From the Humane Society

Refreshments:  (On your own) Get your 
 
   coffee, etc., from the Café and join 
  
   the group.

Bring your ideas for future meetings!
This Sunday:





“The Blessing of Paradox”





Scripture:





Matthew 5:1-12








Sunday Morning 





Classes:  9:00 A.M.





Worship:  10:00 A.M.








Faith Community Church


3635 SW Chelsea


(Southwest YMCA)





Mailing Address:


PO Box 1398


Topeka, KS 66601





Church:


785-478-9920





Contact Pastor Jerry: 





jquiring@cox.net


or:  785-478-3243





www.faithtopeka.org





A Progressive-Minded Congregation
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