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The Call to Adventure
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Recall a time when you felt alone or disoriented, perhaps from the loss of health, a job, a loved one, or a relationship.  Where do you find anchors to ground yourself, maps to guide you on your journey?  How and when does the dawn begin to break through the darkness?  Do you welcome that light or choose to remain in the safety of darkness?  Do you welcome others on your journey or do you prefer to go it alone?  This Sunday we will see Jesus stepping from darkness into light and inviting others to join the adventure.  There may be something for each of us to learn.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules
The Faith Singers will rehearse Sunday, Jan. 23, 4:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.
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The Faith Ringers will rehearse Sunday, Jan. 23, 5:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.

Adult Sunday School Discussions

Join in this Sunday as the adult class discusses the burden and the blessing of accomplishment as we grow older.  All adults are welcome to this 9:00 a.m. class.
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 It’s almost time for our annual Superbowl Party!  Please sign up if you plan to be at the Quiring home on Sunday, February 6.  Soft drinks and chili will be provided.  Please bring a snack, side dish or dessert to share!  Be practicing for the “Football Toss” competition.  (The Burgesses have won three out of the past 4 years!)  Come for fun, food and fellowship--oh yes, and football!
The Faith Journey
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Red Cross

Disaster Services



The following is a paraphrase of Jim Burklo’s reflection on the recent tragedy in Tucson.  The Romans used the cross to terrorize its subjects into submission.  They believed employing torture would protect them from their enemies, but it contributed to the moral decay and slow disintegration of the empire.

The early Christians turned this symbol of violence inside out and upside down and made it a sign of hope and transformation.  The power of the cross for positive transformation depends on our awareness of what crucifies us today.



Often the things we think will save us actually crucify us.  People are afraid of crime and social disruption so they buy guns to defend themselves.  But, as seems to happen more and more, our nation is being crucified by gun violence.  In the last forty years over one million people have been killed by gun violence.  We are literally killing ourselves.



Our culture revels in violence.  From bullying in schools to video games to movies to auto racing to football--the more violent the better.  Violence even sells better than sex!
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The cross focuses our attention on the ways we hurt ourselves and each other.  It makes us face the ways we suffer and the ways we contribute to that suffering.  By facing our crucifixion by our addition to guns and violence, we can transcend it and choose the life that awaits us on the other side.  By facing our current cross, we renounce what nails us to it and commit ourselves to forgiveness, compassion, cooperation, and to creating a culture that encourages these virtues.



May the cross of Christ provide the “cross-hairs” we aim at ourselves . . . our own actions and words that contribute to the tragedies of our society.  Through the faith that Jesus inspires in us, may we once again transform the meaning of the cross on which we suffer today.




Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Red Cross Disaster Info

Reserve Sunday, January 30, 9:00 a.m., to attend an informational session regarding  Red Cross Disaster Services.  Suzanne Gilmore from the Red Cross will speak to us about how we might get involved.  If there is enough interest, Suzanne will set up a three-hour training session.
Souper Sunday

We want to help restock the shelves of Let’s Help on Sunday, February 6.  Please bring cans of soup (or other canned goods) as your “ticket” to worship that day!  If you would like to volunteer to take the canned goods to Let’s Help the following week, please let Saundra know.

Conversations Overheard

Flying home to K.C. on Sunday, we overheard a conversation between a 10-year-old boy and an older couple who was sitting with him.  The boy was traveling home to K.C. from Florida where he had been visiting his dad.  He flies there for his birthday, holidays, summer vacation, etc.  He spoke with the weariness of a well-seasoned traveler.  When asked, he stated he liked Florida better—for the beaches!  He freely answered questions from the strangers he sat with, covering subjects like dating (yes, 10-year-olds date these days—of course, his mother drives!), IPads, favorite video games, in addition to sharing that neither his dad nor his mom had very much money.  What a trusting young man and what experiences he has already had in his young life!  He was polite, smart without being cocky, and seemingly well-adjusted even with divorce in his family and the upheaval that has caused in his life.  The world is in good hands!




Saundra Quiring
This Sunday:





“The Call to Adventure”





Scripture:





Matthew 4:12-23








Sunday Morning 





Classes:  9:00 A.M.
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