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When the Heavens Open
[image: image2.wmf]For the next month fitness centers will be full of people who have resolved to eat better and exercise more.  In February that resolve will begin to wane and by May it will be a distant memory for most.  What is it that causes us to carry out our resolutions, to follow through on our commitments?  This Sunday we leap from the birth of Jesus to the coming out party of a thirty-year-old.  It provides, I believe, his enduring resolve, something each of us may want to emulate.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules
The Faith Singers will rehearse Sunday, Jan. 9, 4:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse Sunday, Jan. 9, 5:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.
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Adult Sunday School Discussions

Join in this Sunday as the adult class discusses chapter one of Lao-Tzu’s book, The Path, entitled, “It is a Path of Direct Experience.”  All adults are welcome to this 9:00 a.m. class.

COFFE This Saturday!
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All FCC ladies are invited to attend the beginning brunch meeting of COFFE on this Saturday, January 8, 9:00 a.m., at the Golden Corral.  We will be drawing our Secret Sister names at this get-together, as well as electing a chairperson and asking for volunteers for the Program Committee.  If you cannot attend and wish to be part of the Secret Sister drawing, please contact Connie Tilton at ctilton5@cox.net, or call 478-1595 (evenings). 
The Faith Journey

Virgin born, angels, shepherds, a star, rite of passage at twelve, baptized at thirty, his baptizer beheaded, tempted by Satan, twelve disciples, walked on water, healed the sick and raised the dead, preached a sermon on the mount, died by crucifixion with two thieves, buried in a tomb, resurrection announced by women, with a 1,000-year reign in the Millennium.  I bet you think I’m referring to Jesus.  No, I’m referring to Horus, a religious figure in Egypt several thousand years before Jesus.
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Some Christians are disturbed and defensive when they hear this story.  Some suggest it is a fairy tale.  Skeptics of Christianity say “Aha!”  How do you respond to the amazing similarities between the life events of Horus and Jesus?  Does it cause you to question or doubt one or both accounts?  Does it enhance or trouble your faith?

I have long wondered why some religions, especially the Abrahamic religions of Christianity, Islam, and Judaism, tend to be so exclusive in their approach.  It is as if their religion is so fragile that it has to be carefully guarded against any foreign encroachment.  I understand the human need to think that my religion is special and unique.  But why would the God of the universe appear to only a handful of people in a particular place and time.

Isn’t it more likely that God has appeared and continues to appear in thousands of different places and times, cultures and religions?  Isn’t it possible that God appeared through Horus in a similar way that God appeared through Jesus several thousand years later?  Why, except for selfish, turf reasons, would anyone want to limit how, where, and through whom God might appear?  I prefer to celebrate the majesty and mystery of a God who just might choose to appear through you and me in the year 2011!



Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Red Cross Disaster Info
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Reserve Sunday, January 30, 9:00 a.m., to attend an informational session regarding  Red Cross Disaster Services.  Suzanne Gilmore from the Red Cross will speak to us about how we might get involved.  If there is enough interest, Suzanne will set up a three-hour training session.
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Address Note
Arthalene Wyckoff’s temporary address is:  c/o Bob Wyckoff, 15665 Lake Road 4, Gardner, KS  66030.

An Obsessive/Compulsive?

I was amused at the articles in the “At Home” section of the paper last Saturday.  Jamie Hancock, the horticulturist with the Shawnee County Extension Office, wrote about how you can know if you are an obsessed gardener.  I found some of them described my husband to a “T”.  Examples:  You know how many bags of fertilizer your car will hold; you know how many loads of mulch you need to cover your garden; you can amuse yourself for more than an hour with a garden hose; you scour neighborhoods for bags of leaves for your compost pile; you actually had your soil tested; and, you spend more money on plants than clothes!


Perhaps, though, after reading her definition of obsession as “the domination of one’s thoughts or feelings by a persistent idea, image or desire,” it might not be all that bad!  How about if we resolved in 2011 to be “obsessed” with inviting people to FCC, or “obsessed” with increasing our giving, or “obsessed” with volunteering, or . . . (you fill in the blank).  

Think about it.  If you become obsessed, let me know!



Saundra Quiring
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