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To Your Divine Self Be True
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St. Augustine said, “God is nearer to us than we are to ourselves.”  If that is true, then one way to get closer to God is to become more aware of ourselves, how authentic we are, and how we express ourselves.  As we continue our Sermon on the Mount study this Sunday, Jesus invites his followers to look deep within by considering anger, adultery, divorce, and truthfulness.  Some might suggest he was meddling!  What happens when we, people of the Beatitudes, the salt and light of the world, look closely into our divine selves?  Do we find truthfulness?






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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COFFE Ladies—Have You Read It Yet?
COFFE ladies are invited to read Mitch Albom’s book, “Have a Little Faith,” prior to our next meeting on Saturday, March 5.  (The library has copies and we are passing around a copy—check with Sheila on Sunday.)  We will meet at the home of Cathy Doll, 8003 SW 28th Court, at 9:00 a.m.  Come with your thoughts and questions about the book, as well as suggestions for table decorations for Easter Brunch, which we will make at our April meeting.  
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Come for Discussion, 9:00 A.M. Sunday
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the adult class will discuss the blessing and burden of “tale-telling” from a book by Joan Chittister entitled, “The Gift of Years.”
Choir Schedules
[image: image5.wmf]The Faith Singers will rehearse Sunday, February 20, 4:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.  We will sing for worship on Sunday, February 27.
The Faith Ringers will NOT rehearse Sunday, February 20.
The Faith Journey

“What I appreciate most about FCC,” she said, “is that it’s not a regular church.”  I took a long sip of my hot chocolate as I pondered that phrase “regular church.”  I assumed she meant that FCC meets in a YMCA without our own building and stained glass windows.  “What do you mean?” I asked.  “Well,” she said, “what I remember about traditional churches is that there was usually a set of beliefs that people were expected to follow.  At FCC people are given helpful information and encouraged to develop their own beliefs.  I like that . . . it fits with my religious or spiritual journey.”

I’ve been reflecting on this conversation.  She has attended church infrequently during her adult years, but is finding FCC a meaningful church home at this time in her life.  I am happy for her and suspect there are many more at FCC who share her perspective.


Harry T. Cook is an Episcopal priest, author, and journalist.  For 45 years he has brought the latest in biblical scholarship and understanding to his preaching and teaching.  He believes that church should be ‘a center for critical thinking and evolving belief.”  The Jewish husband of one of Cook’s church [image: image6.jpg]American
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members told him, “That’s not why people come to church.  They come to be comforted and reassured, not to think.”  Cook chose not to believe him.  Besides, for him to preach and teach with integrity, he had to be intellectually honest with people.
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Cook pastored this congregation for 20 years.  Two years after he retired, the congregation closed its doors.  A brave core of people tried to hold out against demographic and economic changes, but couldn’t do it.  Cook says it is discouraging to think that more people are interested in the preservation of belief than in the evolution of belief.


I would suggest that is why there are far more “regular” than “irregular” churches.  I 
would also suggest that, while Cook’s church closed its doors, the people of that irregular church would call their experience a success.  I’m delighted to be part of an “irregular church”!



Jerry Quiring, Pastor

Playing Chimes a Joy!
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Do you like music?  Can you count?  Can you tell the difference between blue and yellow, your left and your right hand?  Well, then you are a prime candidate for the handchime choir!  Seriously, we need another member so that the director doesn’t have to play and direct at the same time!  Would someone step up and give it a try!  I guarantee you will have a great time!

Did You Know . . .

 . . . that Meals on Wheels are now delivered outside the city limits?

. . . that five frozen meals are delivered on a weekly basis to clients who are in a location where volunteers cannot be utilized to deliver on a daily basis?

     Thanks to those of you who continue to serve our community by delivering meals!

Major Disaster Training

To this point, eleven people have signed up to be trained by Red Cross to serve in case of a major disaster in our community.  This is a wonderful response and there may yet be others who sign up.  The trick will be finding a time when most are able to attend a three-hour training session.  Be looking for information in this regard.
This Sunday:





“To Your Divine Self Be True”





Scripture:





Matthew 5:21-37








Sunday Morning 





Classes:  9:00 A.M.





Worship:  10:00 A.M.








Faith Community Church


3635 SW Chelsea


(Southwest YMCA)





Mailing Address:


PO Box 1398


Topeka, KS 66601





Church:


785-478-9920





Contact Pastor Jerry: 





jquiring@cox.net


or:  785-478-3243





www.faithtopeka.org





A Progressive-Minded Congregation



































Faith Community Church


3635 SW Chelsea


PO Box 1398


Topeka, KS 66601





Church:


785-271-5343





Contact Pastor Jerry: 





jquiring@cox.net


or:  785-478-3243





www.faithtopeka.org




















