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Thank God for Evolution
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This weekend churches, mosques, and synogogues will be celebrating the contribution evolution has made to religious experience and understanding.  I will share this Sunday how the concept of evolution has deepened and enriched my faith.  Religion and science have often been advasaries in our common search for truth.  There is no reason for it, if we let go of arrogance and pride.  I believe religion and science can and must be partners in our quest for a better world.  Invite a friend or neighbor for this celebration.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Party Winners!
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The annual Superbowl party was just that, super!  We had a great time talking, laughing, eating and watching the game.  Half-time provided a chance to win the football toss contest.  It came down to a 3-way toss-off between Cathy Doll, Denny Burgess and Wilburn Dillon.  Wilburn won!  Barbara Burgess took the prize for calling the point spread at exactly six, and Charlie Andrews and Denny tied for the winning team and score.    
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Come for Discussion, 9:00 A.M. Sunday
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the adult discussion class will listen to a recorded interview with Joan Chittister entitled, “God and the Evolutionary World.”  Everyone is invited to attend.
Choirs Resume

[image: image5.wmf]The Faith Singers will rehearse Sunday, February 13, 4:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.

The Faith Ringers will rehearse Sunday, February 13, 5:00 p.m., at the Quiring home.

The Faith Journey

The following letter has been signed by over 12,000 clergy around the world.  Enter “The Clergy Letter Project” on the internet and you will find their names.

Within the community of Christian believers there are areas of dispute and disagreement, including the proper way to interpret Holy Scripture.  While virtually all Christians take the Bible seriously and hold it to be authoritative in matters of faith and practice, the overwhelming majority do not read the Bible literally, as they would a science textbook.  Many of the beloved stories found in the Bible—the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the ark—convey timeless truths about God, human beings, and the proper relationship between Creator and creation expressed in the only form capable of transmitting these truths from generation to generation.  Religious truth is of a diffent order from scientific truth.  Its purpose is not to convey scientific information but to transform hearts.


We the undersigned, Christian clergy from many different traditions, believe that the timeless truths of the Bible and the discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist.  We believe that the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests.  To reject this truth or to treat is as “one theory among others” is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children.  We believe that among God’s good gifts are human minds capable of critical thought and that the failure to fully employ this gift is a rejection of the will of our creator.  To argue that God’s loving plan of salvation for humanity precludes the full employment of the God-given faculty of reason is to attempt to limit God, an act of hubris.  We urge school board members to preserve the integrity of the science curriculum by affirming the teaching of the theory of evolution as a core
component of human knowledge.  We ask that science remain science and that religion remain religion, two very different, but complementary, forms of truth.
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Jerry Quiring, Pastor

COFFE Attendees Learn!

Bill Acree, Executive Director of the Helping Hands Humane Society, Inc., spoke enthusiastically about the mission of Helping Hands.  He gave us many facts, including that the shelter handles between 8,000 and 9,000 animals each year.  The new shelter, which will be located at 21st & Belle will have many new spaces and programs.  They will be adding public dog training classes, school education programs, birthday parties, seminars and tours.  A new volunteer council is in place which hopes to expand volunteer opportunities, including asking senior citizens to come and exercise an animal one-on-one, either outside or inside.  Also planned is an in-house veterinary clinic which will serve shelter animals exclusively.  The shelter contracts with the county and the city to pick up stray animals.  Mr. Acree is a great supporter for having animals spayed and neutered to stop the amazing increase in strays and animals in general in the Topeka area.  He told of a woman who had just brought in seven newborn puppies that she couldn’t care for.  He said that spring is coming, and that means “kitty season.”  He urges people to be responsible pet owners.

The new building is paid for and the work continues inside as donations come in.  Mr. Acree asks that you consider a monetary donation so that HHHS can move to its new location sooner than the expected 2012 date.


The next COFFE get-together will be at the home of Cathy Doll, Mar. 5.  We will be doing a book study of the book, “Have a Little Faith,” by  Mitch Albom (author of “Tuesdays with Morie”) .   A copy of the book is being passed around to COFFE members, or you can check out a copy from the library.
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