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Lighting Up the Landscape
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Archbishop William Temple said, “The church is the only organization on earth that exists for those who are not its members.”  Is that how you think about Faith Community Church?  In Sunday’s gospel reading we move from paradoxical beatitudes to their implementation on earth.  Jesus challenges his followers to be the salt that seasons the earth, the light that enlightens the landscape.  It is a message especially relevant for these budget-cutting, tough economic times.  We will also celebrate the Bread of Life and Cup of Blessing.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Souper Sunday, Feb. 6
We want to help restock the shelves of Let’s Help on Sunday, February 6.  Please bring cans of soup (or other canned goods) as your “ticket” to worship!  Jim Tilton will be delivering the soup to Let’s Help next week. 
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Party, Party, Party!
You are invited to the annual Superbowl Party at the Quirings!  Come anytime after 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 6.  Soft drinks and chili will be provided.  Please bring a side dish, snack or dessert to share.  And, start practicing for the Football Toss contest!  Guess who wins and YOU win too!
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COFFE, Saturday, February 5
Ladies, don’t miss our Saturday get-together at the library, Room 101A, 9:00 a.m.  Get a cup of coffee and a muffin from the café and join the discussion.  Jane Buckley will bring the devotional, followed by a speaker from the Humane Society.  Bring ideas for future programs.  See you there!

The Faith Journey

[image: image6.jpg]American
Red Cross

Disaster Services



Paul Knitter was a Catholic priest when he began to struggle with Christian faith.  He remained Catholic but left the priesthood in 1975.  Since then he has delved deeply into various forms of Buddhism.  Knitter describes his integration of Buddhism and Christianity as “passing back and forth.”  His study and practice of Buddhism enriched his Christian faith, freeing him to “come home to Jesus.”  Knitter realized he was a Buddhist-Christian, part of two communities.  “Buddhism was a gift,” Knitter says, “helping me maintain spiritual and intellectual integrity.”


John Buchanan, Christian Century editor, wrote that when he was a young Presbyterian pastor a couple describing themselves as Buddhist-Christian came to discuss getting married.  Buchanan wasn’t sure what to do.  So he asked a retired missionary to China for advice.  The missionary said a lot of damage has been done to indigenous cultures insisting that being Christian involves rejecting cultural and religious practices.  The missionary encouraged Buchanan to marry the couple and see what the Spirit would do.  So far, they are still practicing Buddhist-Christians.



I suspect the 21st century will bring much more of this double or triple belonging to several faith traditions.  That should not be new to Christians because Christianity was never a rejection of Judaism, but rather an expression of it.



I am taking my second internet class in which there is considerable interplay between Christianity and the practices of Buddhism.  I find that my devotion to Jesus is enriched and deepened by Buddhist practice.  I believe there is much to gain and nothing to fear from the wealth and experience of other religious traditions.  Surely the God of the universe cannot be captured by any one religious tradition.  In fact, the God of the universe can probably not be captured by all the religiouns of the world combined! 
             Jerry Quiring, Pastor
Choir Schedules

The Faith Singers and the Faith Ringers will NOT rehearse Sunday, February 6, due to the Superbowl Party!  We will resume rehearsals on February 13.
Singing Valentine
Want to give that special someone something different than the usual box of chocolates or roses for Valentine’s Day?  How about a Singing Valentine?  Contact Evelyn Dillon at 478-4650 or edillion3@cox.net for all the details.
Thank You!
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The following letter was received from Greg Simms, CEO, and JoAnn Long, Director of Development of the American Red Cross, Kansas Capital Area Chapter:  “Thank you for your gift to the American Red Cross.  Because of you, we can support victims of disasters such as single-family fires as they begin to rebuild their lives.  Your gift of $506 . . .will help us continue the important work we do every day . . . Thanks to you, we can hold out hands to help comfort, feed and shelter those in need. . . . We are extremely appreciative of your support.”  (Read the letter in its entirety at the Information Table on Sunday.)  

Flower Offering!
Bev Sheets brought a special bouquet on Sunday in memory of her mother, father and husband, Don.  The purple flower was for Don, an avid K-State fan (there’s a K-State bathroom in their home!); a beige/tan flower for her dad, a farmer and realtor; and a pink flower for her mom, who loved pastels, especially pink.  Check it out next Sunday.  Thanks, Bev, for brightening our day!
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