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The Practice of Living With Purpose
I think most people want to be good for something.  They want to do something that matters, be part of something bigger than themselves, give themselves to something that is meaningful instead of meaningless.  I believe Jesus modeled the practice of living for a cause bigger than himself.  He also died for that cause.  This Sunday, traditionally known as Palm/Passion Sunday, we will explore what it might mean to follow in his path.






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Adult Sunday School Schedule
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will review and conclude the Lenten Study, “Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus.”  All adults are invited to attend.
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Children’s Sunday School
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  If the weather cooperates, the kids will be spending some time outdoors next Sunday!
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Celebrating 92 Years!
  What a party it was!  Eight ladies from FCC helped Ruth Ebert celebrate her 92nd birthday.  We had lunch together at the Assisted Living Residence at Fleming Court.  Ruth said she was “surprised to make it to 92,” but grateful for all the blessings in her life.  Those attending were Jane Buckley, Joyce Jenkins, Marty Frisbie, Connie Tilton, Jean Bass, Saundra Quiring, (Ruth Ebert in the middle), Laura Bell, and Evelyn Dillion (who took the picture).
The Faith Journey
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For the earliest followers of Jesus the cross was a symbol of the worst form of torture known to humanity.  Rome reserved crucifixion for defiant slaves and anyone who challenged Roman rule.  Crucifixion was state-sponsored terrorism, a public statement for all to see.  Needless to say, no one was inclined to place a cross in worship or dangle it on a chain around their neck!

As decades passed these early Christinas tried to come to terms with the reality of Jesus’ death.  They came to see the cross as a symbol of the way of life that Jesus embodied.  They interpreted Jesus’ death as that of a martyr, one who died for a cause in which he deeply believed.  The cross, first seen as an instrument of torture, then came to be seen as a call to the Jesus way of life.

In the fourth century the cross as symbol took another twist.  Constantine placed a cross on the shield of his warriors and it once again became a symbol of violence and oppression by a dominant system.  The cross and shield also symbolized the joining of church and empire.  In the Middle Ages the cross on the shield of Crusaders symbolized terror for all who were Jewish or Muslim.


Today the sign of the cross is often made by those scoring a winning basket or touchdown.  The cross is a symbol of winning, not losing.  For some it is worn as jewelry, a kind of good luck charm.  Churches display beautiful, gold-gilded crosses.  I wonder what the earliest followers of Jesus would think about how we use the cross.  For the apostle Paul the cross was a symbol of humility and weakness, a way of life that confronts the powers that be, even if it means death.  Imagine what would happen if the church were faithful
to the meaning given to the cross by the earliest followers of Jesus!



Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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Choir Schedules

The Faith Singers will rehearse following worship on April 17 and perform on Easter Sunday, April 24 as well as May 1.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse at 1:00 p.m. on April 17 and perform on May 1.
Easter Brunch Sign-Up

This Sunday, April 17, is your final opportunity to sign up for Easter Brunch, to be held at 9:00 a.m. on April 24.  Invite your family and friends to join you for brunch and worship!  You will also have an opportunity to let us know what you might be bringing:  rolls, muffins, egg dishes, fruit, etc.  Juice, coffee and table service will be provided.  The table decorations will be provided by the COFFE group.
COFFE—Looking Ahead

The May COFFE get-together will be held at the home of Jane Buckley, 3628 SW Kings Forest Road, on May 7, 9:00 a.m.  Cathy Doll will have the devotional and Connie Tilton will bring the refreshments.  We will be learning to make prayer shawls.  All women are welcome to attend—come to learn a new craft!
On the first day of spring, I dig my fingers deep into the soft earth.  I can feel it, its energy, and my spirits soar.    

         Helen Hayes
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