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Giving Caesar His Due (Celebrating Tax Day 2011)
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God, government, politics, and taxes . . . they are all on the table for worship this Sunday.  With April 15 around the corner and everyone talking about budget cuts and taxes, I thought it might be good to bring a biblical and theological perspective to bear on these matters.  The only reason these subjects wouldn’t matter to God is if God is off in some other universe.  And, if these things matter to God, how does that shape our thinking and acting?  I invite you to come and bring another tax-paying citizen!






Jerry Quiring, Pastor
[image: image3.png]


Adult Sunday School Schedule
On Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., the Adult Class will continue the Lenten Study, “Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus.”  The subject of this Sunday’s session is, “Jesus the Sacrifice.”  All adults are invited to attend.
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Children’s Sunday School
The Children’s Class begins at 9:20 a.m. in the nursery on Sunday mornings.  The class is led by Marty Frisbie.  The kids had a great time last Sunday and invite others to join them!
Red Cross Disaster Training Saturday
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Red Cross

Disaster Services



Reminder:  FCC’s disaster training is scheduled for Saturday, April 9, from 9:00 a.m. – noon.  The training will take place at the Red Cross office, 1221 SW 17th.  

The April 13 Board of Trustees’ meeting has been cancelled.
The Faith Journey
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People have sometimes encouraged me not to bring politics into the sermon.  I’m intrigued by that concern.  Does that mean I shouldn’t talk about stewardship of the earth, [image: image7.jpg]


caring for your neighbor, the effects of poverty, violence, and war?  I find those subjects on nearly every page of the Bible.  I doubt people expect me to ignore the Bible.  I think what they’re asking for is a private religion, one that is only about them and God.  That kind of religion may be attractive but it certainly isn’t biblical.

All of life is political.  The Bible is about how we live together as neighbors within the local, state, and world community.  The God of the Bible was concerned about how we function within our personal and public lives.  To privatize religion is to drain it of its power and worth.

Abraham Lincoln had it right when he said we should never claim that God is on our side.  Rather we should pray and worry earnestly that we are on God’s side.  I believe this includes personal, local, state, and federal budgets.  It includes wondering how God would go about balancing budgets, how God would approach spending and taxation.  Budgets reflect our morality and our values.  They are spiritual in nature and thus are of utmost interest to God.

Ecclesiastes warns us of the illusion of separation.  We love to pretend that our political decisions can be made apart from the purview of God, that those are secular, not spirtiual matters.  Sorry, the God of Jesus broke down that separation.  It’s all political and it’s all spiritual.  So when we talk about budget cutting and taxes, along with Lincoln, we must pray that we are on God’s side.  The alternative will be to our detriment.



Jerry Quiring, Pastor
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The Faith Singers will rehearse following worship on April 10 and 17, and perform on Easter Sunday, April 24 as well as May 1.
The Faith Ringers will rehearse at 5:00 p.m. on April 10 and 17 and perform on May 1.
Easter Brunch Sign-Up

This Sunday, April 10, you will have an opportunity to sign up for Easter Brunch, to be held at 9:00 a.m. on April 24.  Invite your family and friends to join you for brunch and worship!  You will also have an opportunity to let us know what you might be bringing:  rolls, muffins, egg dishes, fruit, etc.  Juice, coffee and table service will be provided.  The table decorations will be provided by the COFFE group.
COFFE—Looking Ahead

The May COFFE get-together will be held at the home of Jane Buckley, 3628 SW Kings Forest Road, on May 7.  Cathy Doll will have the devotional and Connie Tilton will bring the refreshments.  We will be learning to make prayer shawls.  All women are welcome to attend!
It is wonderful how much may be done if we are always doing.


--Thomas Jefferson
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